GRIFFITH BARRACKS NEWSLETTER

17 October 2019
A Chairde (Friends),

Mid-Term Break

The School will close on Friday 25 October at the usual time and reopen on Monday 4" November at 8.50am. We
hope you all have a good break. Many thanks all our students, staff, parents and friends for their great contribution
to a great first half term.

Spooky Sponsored Walk

Next Friday, 25 October the school will dress up for the spooky sponsored walk. We sent home
sponsorship cards this week which can be returned to your child’s teacher. The walk route is SCR, over
Sally’s Bridge up the canal to Harold’s Cross Bridge and back to the school. We will leave the school after
little break at 10.45am and the walk will take about 20 — 25 minutes. The younger classes will go with their
buddies in the older classes. Money raised from the sponsored walk will go towards ICT equipment, a
Bubble Tube for our Sensory Room and some soft furnishings for the Library.

Library News
Last Saturday, eight parents joined Jenny to start the cataloguing and alphabetising of our library stock. There was a
great start to the work which will continue in the coming weeks. May thanks to everyone who took part. We reaIIy
appreciate it. We are really looking forward to the Library '
being up and running and bringing the Guardhouse back to
life again.

Tomorrow, there will be another cataloguing and
scanning session in the Library at 2.35pm. Please come
along if you can help.

Payments to the School

We are still accepting voluntary contributions and will do
so for the rest of the year. Payments for school trips,
workshops and swimming will be due after the midterm
break.

Primary Language Curriculum in Service Day
The school will close on Monday, 13t January for training on the primary language curriculum. All schools in the
country are having a similar closure this year. There will also be another half day closure in term 2 or 3 (yet to be
confirmed with the department). For more information on the Primary Language Curriculum, see the link below.
We have attached an updated version of the school calendar and changed the website version.
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/Primary/Curriculum-Areas/Language-New-Junior-infants-2nd-class/Language-
Home/Introduction/(i)-About-the-new-Primary-Language-Curriculum

Tree Week

There was great engagement for tree week across the school with visits to Oscar Square and Sundrive Park.
If you would like to find out more about Irish trees and wildlife this is a resource that we use in school by
Environmentalist and regular RTE contributor Eanna Ni Lamhna.
https://www.laois.ie/wp-content/uploads/Wild Things at School worksheets final-minweb.pdf




Students of the week
Well done to all our students of the week.

This week we had a joint assembly with the whole school coming together. Each child got to sit with their
buddy from a different class. It is great that the children get to interact with each other across the school.
4t class Eoin serenaded us with their version of the Beatles “Stand by Me”.

6" class visit the Seamus Heaney Exhibition
Sixth class had a great trip to the Seamus Heaney exhibition.

“In 2011 ...” says Katherine McSharry, Head of Outreach at National Library of Ireland and the
Project Director of ‘Seamus Heaney: Listen Now Again’, the first exhibition to take place in the new
Bank of Ireland Culture and Heritage Centre, “... Seamus Heaney packed up some boxes in his
home in Sandymount — he wrote in the attic of the house — took them out to the car with his son
Michael, drove the car to the National Library, and carried the boxes out of the car and up the
stairs, with the help of Library staff, and that’s how they became part of the National

Collection.”

There were great questions and insights from sixth class. Many thanks to Aisling for organising and to
parent helpers.




STEM project
6™ class have been working hard with facilitator Dietmar Weiss on their STEM project. There has been
great practical and hands on work which has been really interesting and enjoyable for the children.

STEM is a curriculum based on the idea of educating students in four specific disciplines — science,
technology, engineering and mathematics — in an interdisciplinary and applied approach. Rather than
teach the four disciplines as separate and discrete subjects, STEM integrates them into a cohesive learning

paradigm based on real-world applications.

School Self Evaluation

The Coiste Gaeilge (Irish Language Committee) has
been busy at work at GBMDS. We engaged with
student voice and surveyed the students and staff on
how we can improve the way we teach Irish across
the school. We are going to focus on Oral language
this year and focus on making sure that every
classroom in the school has scaffolds in place to help
students when speaking Gaeilge. If you are walking
up the stairs or visiting a class use the displays and
posters to practice your Irish. This is combined with
our work on integrating arts subjects in play based
and project thematic work.
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Td mé Tamé i mo
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Board of Management Report
The Board of management met this week. The Board discussed the following:
e Reviewed the Critical Incidents Policy
e Reviewed the Enrolment Policy
e The Health and Safety Statement was reviewed and the possibility of the school getting a
defibrillator was discussed.
e The Board always goes through a child protection report.
e School Self Evaluation
e Supporting Students with additional needs
e Eddie attended the Educate Together General Members Meeting and worked on policy formation
with other schools.

Parents Association News
The Parents Association (PA) has been working on the following actions:

e Ensuring the After School Activities are working for all

e Investigating the use of a sensory garden in the school

e The PA will half fund a skipping workshop which will take place in January for all children in the

school.

The PA now has its bank account with the local credit union on Donore Avenue. If any member of the
school community opens an account there, €10 will be donated to the PA, which will go towards
fundraising targets agreed between the PA, the Fundraising Committee and the school community. The
Credit Union has also kindly agreed to give €5 to each individual person who opens an account with them!

Patron News

About the Patron Body

The patron of a primary school owns or leases the school building and is responsible for the characteristic
ethos of the school. Schools are managed by boards of management on behalf of the patron. The Patron of
Griffith Barracks is the Patron Body. Our building is owned by the State.

The Griffith Barracks Patron Body

Who are they and how are they appointed?

The GBMDS Patron is a limited company subject to company law and has charitable status. Membership of
the Patron is open to all who share the goals of the school. Anyone can join as a member for the academic
year. The Patron Executive (PE) is the committee appointed by the Annual General Meeting each year to
do the business of the Patron over the year.

The ethics committee is a sub-committee of the patron. This year the patron is leading a project on the
greening of Griffith Barracks. Please contact Aaron Tay the Patron chairperson at
patron@griffithbarracks.ie if you would like to be involved in this project.

Lost Glasses
Blue and black coloured glasses were lost in the school two days ago. If anybody comes across them,
please drop them in to the office.

Beir Bua,
Eddie (Priomhoide)




Figure 2 3 D forest based on found objects - a joint effort by Rang 1

#teamwork




There is amazing work taking place across the school in terms of movement and self-regulation. | am so
proud of the efforts of all the children in these mindful activities.

Figure 3 Dingle Scarecrows in Senior Infants
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Figure 4 Learning to say please and thank you in ISL




Figure 5 Visual timetables in Junior Infants

Figure 6 Personal Profiles in Junior Infants




Every Saturday the Irish Korean school uses our school. The Korean School in Ireland holds classes in
Korean language and culture for children and adults linked to the Korean Community in Ireland. The link

between GBMDS and the Hanguel School goes back over many years and they have always been very
supportive of our school.
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